[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.jpg
Honors British Literature—Summer Reading

Incoming“ will be expected to read the following chapters/parts from Edith Hamilton’s
Mythology:

Introduction to Classical Mythology
All of Part I

Pyramus and Thisbe

Pygmalion and Galatea

[Ortpheus and Eurydice]

[Icarus]

[Theseus]
The Norse Gods

Why are we reading Greek and Roman mythology for a course on British literature? Good question.
You will likely find as you are reading the myths that you are already familiar with some of the
names, places, or stoties. This is because there are frequent allusions to Greek and Roman
mythology in literature and other places. You will find next year that British literature is no
exception.

Among other reasons, we read Greek and Roman mythology to understand and recognize these
allusions. A few questions to consider while you read: -

Have you seen the names of the Greek/Roman gods appear anywhere before? Consider
books, movies, pop culture, company names, etc.

See if you can find which story The Hunger Games took its inspiration from.

Think back to Wotld Literature from your sophomote year. What allusions to
Greek/Roman mythology appeared in Dante’s Inferno?

And finally, how are these uses of Greek/Roman mythology different than the original
purposes of the myths? What were the myths originally intended for? How are they changed
in modern reinterpretations and allusions?

You are not required to turn in a written assignment in the fall. It is advised, however, that you take
notes and absorb the information as you are reading it, as there will be a test the first day of in
addition to a project assigned the first week of class.




